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Dear Parents/Carers,  
 
As September draws to a close and we begin October, I have been reflecting on how well the children have 
settled back into school. The children have done so well! This week, I welcomed a visit from Coventry Local 
Authority's Senior Education Advisor. During our tour of the school, he was highly complimentary about what 
he saw, particularly the positive relationships between staff and pupils, the consistently high expectations 
across the school, and the attractive displays that not only celebrate children's achievements but also support 
and extend their learning. 
 
Have a relaxing weekend, 
 
Mr Ray 
 

Each week, we share a new word with the children to develop their vocabulary.  
Could you use it at home this weekend? 

Word of the 
Week 

serene 

Definition calm and peaceful 

Synonyms  tranquil, quiet, still 

 
Dates for your diary 

When Who What 

Monday 5th October Year 5 Churches Trip  

Monday 19th October  Year 4 Trip to Lunt Fort 

20th & 22nd October Whole School  Parents’ Evenings 

26th October – 30th October Whole School Half Term Holiday 

16th November – 18th 
November 

Year 6 Willersley Castle Residential 

Friday 20th November Year 5 Trip to Black Country Museum 

Thursday 17th December Whole School  Last day of school for the Autumn Term 

Friday 18th December Whole School  Training Day – School is closed 

 
Letters sent home this week 

Year Group(s) Regarding 

Whole School Food Bank Donations 

Whole School Parent Governor Application 

 
Parent Governor 
As some of you will know, Edna Henderson is approaching the end of her term as a parent governor. As all of 
her children have now left the school, she is no longer eligible to stand for re-election as a parent governor. 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank Edna for her many years of dedicated service to Cannon Park 
Primary School. Throughout her time as a governor, she has been very supportive and a passionate advocate 
for the school, always championing the needs of our children. In particular, her commitment to supporting 
pupils with special educational needs has been invaluable. Her knowledge, enthusiasm and dedication have 
made a significant contribution to our school community, and she will be greatly missed. 
As a result, there will be an election for a new parent governor this term. A letter, together with a nomination 
form, has been emailed home today. Nominations must be submitted by Friday 9 October. If you would like to 
find out more about the role of a parent governor, please speak to Mr Ray. 
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Harvest Festival Foodbank Donations 
Just a reminder about our Harvest Festival food donations for the Coventry Foodbank next week, this is  a very 
worthwhile cause. Please can you check that the food you are donating is in date, all contributions are 
gratefully received.  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Water Bottles 
Please ensure that only water is in water bottles for the children in school. A small number of children have 
been drinking juice in their bottles. If this spills, it can cause more issues and attracts unwanted ants!  
 
Fruit Snacks 
If you are sending your child in with a snack, please ensure it is a piece of fruit. 
 
Celebrating our Learning  
Reception 
Another amazing week of learning for the children in Reception! We have had so much fun taking our learning 
outdoors this week, especially in the water investigation station! Thank you so much to those of you that have 
provided your child with a puddle suit and wellies to keep them dry, we really do appreciate this. Mr Ray has 
also been kind enough to provide all the children with brand new puddle suits too, so no one misses out on 
the fun! We have even taken our maths learning outdoors this week, as we have been learning about capacity. 
We have used the vocabulary full, empty, nearly full, nearly empty to support our understanding. In phonics, 
we have continued to learn new sounds and this week we have focused on i and n. We have enjoyed various 
activities which included making an igloo, investigating insects, crafting number blocks and designing nail art! 
During our afternoon lessons we have been learning about each other’s families and looking at how they are 
the same and how they are different. It has been wonderful to see the children’s confidence and excitement 
when talking about their own families! Thank you so much to those of you that have sent in a family photo. If 
you haven’t had chance yet, please email one to admin@cannonpark.coventry.sch.uk. We will be displaying 
these in the classroom, and it would be lovely for all the children to have their family up on the wall.  We have 
also learnt our second school value this week, which is respect. The children are beginning to understand our 
school values, and we are so proud of them. 
At home, please continue to support your child with their reading and letter formation. We have now learnt 
the sounds s, a, t, p, i and n. We have also started to blend these sounds together to read words like sat, pit 
and tap. 
Next week we will be learning the sounds m and d. Once the children have been taught these we will be 
sending home reading books with words in. 
Have a lovely weekend Reception. You are all amazing and we have enjoyed every minute of getting to know 
you all. There are so many wonderful personalities in Reception and we feel very lucky to be a part of your 
Cannon Park journey each day!  
Miss Swain, Miss Williams and Miss Thompson 
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Year 1 
Can you believe we’re at the end of our fifth week already?? We can’t! time flies when you’re having fun! In 
English, we have been busy further developing our use of adjectives to describe the troll's personality and 
using these ideas to write sentences about him. We then had our first lesson on how to check and improve 
our writing using Learning Steps. We enjoyed marking our own work and checking whether we had included 
all of the steps and skills. On Friday, we finished both the week and the unit by writing our final character 
descriptions. They were fantastic and full of exciting vocabulary! In maths, we have been comparing numbers 
using less than, greater than and equal to; ordering objects and numbers according to their value; and 
applying all of this learning to help us understand a number line to 10. We explored how our work on place 
value supports our understanding of number lines, completing missing number, knowing what comes before 
and after a number and plotting where numbers belong. In science, we carried out another experiment! This 
time, we tested the waterproofness of different materials. Working with a partner, we took turns wrapping 
little pigs in a range of materials to discover which were waterproof and which were absorbent. We are 
getting ever closer to helping the Three Little Pigs decide which material would be best for building their next 
house! In geography, we explored the capital city of London. We learned about some of its famous and 
historic landmarks and discussed whether we would like to live there and why. In RE, we continued our 
discussion about what guides people to live well. We read The Golden Rule by Ilene Cooper and learned that 
every religion and worldview follows this principle, although each may express it in a different way. We also 
noticed that our school value of respect is inspired by the Golden Rule: treating others as you would like to be 
treated. We worked with partners to sort different scenarios into The Golden Rule and Not the Golden Rule 
before discussing ways we can put this idea into practice in our own lives. In music, we enjoyed learning about 
a steady beat and practised keeping a steady beat together as a class while listening and moving to different 
songs. It's been another fabulous week in Year 1, and we can't wait to do it all again next week! Please 
continue reading at home and remember to bring library books back on Tuesday so they can be exchanged for 
a new one. We hope you all have a lovely weekend, and we look forward to seeing you on Monday. Miss 
Brett, Miss Delargy and Mrs Akthar 
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Year 2 
It has been another wonderful and hardworking week in Year 2, with lots of fantastic learning taking place 
across the curriculum. In maths, we completed our final few lessons on place value, where the children 
practised counting both forwards and backwards. It would be beneficial for the children to continue 
practising counting in 2s, 5s and 10s, both forwards and backwards, as this will support their learning when 
we move on to multiplication and division later in the spring term. During the second half of the week, we 
started our new unit on addition and subtraction. The children have been working on number bonds to 10 
and 100 and using these known facts to identify other related number facts. It was fantastic to see the 
children growing in confidence and recalling their number bonds so accurately. In English, the children have 
continued to develop their writing skills in our phase two lessons as they prepare to write their own fantasy 
story based on George and the Dragon. This week, they practised using conjunctions to extend their 
sentences, with a particular focus on the subordinating conjunctions when, if and because. We also 
explored the use of adjectives, particularly using two adjectives together to create 2A sentences and add 
descriptive detail. The children then combined these skills to write detailed character descriptions of either 
George or the dragon. In science, the children learnt about the different plants and animals that live in 
polar, rainforest, desert and ocean habitats. It was lovely to see and hear how much the children enjoyed 
researching the different habitats found across the Earth and discovering the animals and plants that live 
within them. As historians, the children explored the question, ‘What happened during the Great Fire of 
London, and how do we know?’ We looked at a timeline of the events that occurred during the fire and 
discussed what we thought were the most significant reasons for the fire spreading so quickly across 
London. The children enjoyed sharing their ideas and using their historical knowledge to explain their 
reasoning. In computing, the children explored how information technology is used in everyday life. They 
learnt about the importance of following rules when using IT and discussed how these rules help to keep us 
safe. In PE with Miss Bullock, the children continued to develop their gymnastics skills, focusing on 
performing teddy bear rolls with a partner. Finally, in music, the children continued to explore the song 
Music Is in My Soul. We learnt that the song belongs to the soul genre and discussed how it explores 
themes of love, friendship, hope and helping others. During the lesson, the children had the opportunity to 
use the glockenspiel to compose a short piece of music to accompany the song. It was wonderful to see the 
children participating enthusiastically and showing such enjoyment throughout the lesson. Another brilliant 
week, Year 2.  Well done to you all, Year 2, and enjoy your weekend. Miss Softic, Miss Bullock and Mrs 
Akthar 
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Year 3 
What a wonderful week of learning we have had in Year 3. As writers, we have been busy creating our non-
chronological reports about animals from the African savannah. We really enjoyed discovering and sharing 
lots of fascinating facts about these animals. Did you know that a giraffe’s tongue can be around 40–50 cm 
long? In maths, we learned how to order numbers up to 1,000. We explored how place value helps us to 
compare numbers, starting with the highest place value column and moving to the next column when the 
digits are the same. For example, when comparing 467 and 484, both numbers have 4 hundreds, so we move 
to the tens column to help us decide which number is greater. We also practised counting in 50s and 
recognised the link with the 5 times table. We even took our learning outdoors for a fun ‘50s Run and Build’ 
challenge, where we worked together to build the correct number track. Over the next couple of weeks, we 
will start to develop our addition and subtraction skills, gradually building towards adding and subtracting 3-
digit numbers with exchange. 
In our reading comprehension lessons, we have started reading Ember Spark and the Thunder of Dragons, and 
we are excited to explore the story while developing our reading skills over the coming weeks. A special thank 
you to Mrs Cleveland for securing a copy of the book for every child to use in school. During our PSHE lesson 
this week, we explored how to recognise and manage feelings of frustration and disappointment. We also 
discussed how resilience can help us to keep going when things feel difficult or do not go our way. To put our 
resilience skills into action, we played a special version of Snakes and Ladders. When we slid down a snake, we 
had the opportunity to answer a resilience challenge card and win back places on the board. We enjoyed the 
game so much that we ended up playing it twice during the week! In athletics, our focus this week was on 
developing our javelin-throwing skills. I think we have some future javelin stars in Year 3! Have a lovely, restful 
weekend. Mrs Nagra and Miss Palmer 
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Year 4 
Year 4 have really impressed us with their fantastic writing this week.  They have written a recount about 
Queen Boudicca and her rebellion against the Romans.  The children have been shown how to use 
paragraphs in their writing; fronted adverbials to start their sentences; and expanded noun phrases to add 
more descriptive detail.  As well as that, we have also been encouraging them to develop and use a neat, 
joined-up handwriting style.  As mathematicians, we have finished our place value unit learning how to 
round numbers to the nearest 10, 100 and 1000.  Later in the week, we started a new unit on addition and 
subtraction.  The class learnt to add or subtract 1s, 10s, 100s, or 1000s to four-digit numbers.  They have also 
started to use column addition to add four-digit numbers.  Next week, we will be progressing to column 
subtraction.  As historians, the class were amazed to found out about all the different things the Romans 
brought to Britain for the first time: straight roads, central heating, our calendar for example.  As scientists, 
the children learnt how to use thermometers to measure temperature.  They investigated what happened to 
the temperature over time of three different containers of water (iced, tap and warm water).  They 
discovered that the temperature of the iced water gradually increased, the tap water stayed more or less the 
same, and the warm water cooled down.  They eventually all reached the same temperature.  In our PE 
lessons, the children learnt how to hit a forehand in tennis and have been working in pairs to develop their 
gymnastic skills.  As a reminder, our PE lessons are on Monday and Friday afternoons so children should 
come to school in their PE kits on those days with their earrings removed.  In computing, the class found out 
what a website is; in their RE lesson, the children discussed the significance of fasting to Christians; and in 
PSHE, they considered which zone they would expect to be in for different scenarios. Well done, Year 4 – 
another super week! Mr Kelley, Mrs Amphlett and Miss Palmer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 5 
Year 5 have enjoyed another fantastic week of learning. In English, we have been exploring the features of 
non-chronological explanation texts. We began by examining a range of information books to identify their 
key features before analysing a model text and highlighting these features in context. We also discussed the 
possibility of life on other planets, sharing and justifying our opinions.  
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Inspired by a video clip about the fictional planet Pandora, we used the Pandorapedia website to research 
the creatures that live there and made detailed notes. Using this information, we then wrote engaging 
introductions for our own explanation texts. In maths, we have continued to develop our understanding of 
written methods for addition and subtraction involving numbers with more than four digits. We have also 
been using rounding to estimate and check the accuracy of our calculations. The children have been 
thoroughly enjoying our class novel, Brightstorm by Vashti Hardy. Alongside our daily reading, we have been 
completing comprehension activities to deepen our understanding of the characters, events and themes 
within the story. In Science, we investigated the question: What is friction? After learning about different 
types of friction, we carried out an investigation using shoes with different soles to discover which surfaces 
created the most and least friction. We used Newton meters to measure how mush force it took to make 
each shoe move on the playground. Our findings showed that shoes with smoother soles generally produced 
less friction than those with more textured surfaces. In geography, we explored food miles and considered 
the advantages and disadvantages of transporting food over long distances. Using an online food miles 
calculator, we investigated how far different foods had travelled and discussed the environmental impact of 
importing food from around the world. In RE, we have been discussing why people attend church in 
preparation for our visit to two different churches next week. We have also continued our learning about the 
Zones of Regulation. Through discussion and reflection, we considered how different situations can affect 
our emotions and behaviour, and explored strategies to help us regulate ourselves effectively. Well done, 
Year 5. Mrs Aston, Mrs Reihill, Mrs Cleveland and Miss Uzzaman 
 

 
 
 
Year 6 
This week, the children have been putting the finishing touches to their persuasive letters. They have worked 
hard to make their letters convincing by carefully selecting persuasive language and organising their ideas 
effectively. We have been really impressed by the quality of their finished pieces and the effort they have 
put into editing and improving their writing. 
In maths, we refreshed our understanding of factors and multiples before moving on to finding common 
factors and common multiples. The children practised identifying the relationships between numbers and 
used their multiplication knowledge to solve a range of problems. They showed great determination when 
tackling some of the trickier challenges! 
During RE, the children continued exploring Buddhist beliefs and worldviews. They reflected on their own 
ideas and values before considering where their personal worldview might be similar to or different from 
Buddhist beliefs. This led to some thoughtful discussions with the children demonstrating respect for a range 
of perspectives and ideas. 
Our computing lesson had a particularly creative twist this week! Each child was given three minutes to begin 
a drawing before their work was passed to somebody else in the room to continue and complete. The 
activity was a fun and memorable way to demonstrate collaboration, showing the children how different 
people can contribute their own ideas to a shared piece of work. There were certainly some interesting final 
creations! 
In our Zones of Regulation session, the children explored how different events and experiences in our lives 
can cause us to move between different emotional zones. Most importantly, we discussed how being in any 
of the zones is okay and that our emotions can change depending on what is happening around us. The 
children considered how recognising the zone they are in can be an important first step towards 
understanding and managing their feelings. 
We are incredibly proud of the hard work and positive attitudes the children have demonstrated this week. 
Have a fantastic week, everyone. Mr Young and Mrs Kailey 
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Book of the week! 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
About this book: Angry words cause a crack to open up but find out what happens when kindness begins to 
blossom in this thought-provoking book by award-winning author and illustrator Britta Teckentrup. 
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Our Achievers for the 

week ending 2nd October 2026

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
           

  Our Stars of the w/e 2nd October 2026 
 

 
                         Year 2 – Meheli 
                         Year 3 – Malek 
                         Year 4 – Tasnym 
                        Year 5 – Aiganym 
                        Year 6 – Noor 
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 Attendance Chart 

w/e 02/10/26 

 Year   Percentage  

1st  2 98.6% 

2nd  R 98.3% 

3rd  5 97.3% 

4th  4&6 95.7% 

5th  1 93.7% 

6th   3 88.2% 
 

Well Done 

Year 2! 
      

 



   Cannon Park Primary School 

Newsletter 

Issue Number 05 – Friday 2nd October 2026 

 

Clubs Autumn Term 2026 
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Term Dates 2026/2027 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 


